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President’s Message President’s Message President’s Message President’s Message –––– September 2010  September 2010  September 2010  September 2010     
 
     I hope that everyone has 
had a good summer; it sure 
has brought us an interesting 
mix of weather. 
     After the powerful cold 
front passed through on the 
Labour Day weekend, many 
of the campers at Lake Marie 
Louise, Sleeping Giant 
Provincial Park, were treated 
to pristine skies late Saturday 
night and again on Sunday 
night. 
     Those who where viewing 
at the beach where 
continually seeing meteors 
apparently coming from 
different directions. It seemed 
that almost every time you 
looked up to the sky you saw 
a meteor passing by.  I saw 
more through the binoculars 
than on a typical night of 
viewing.  Although September 
is a little anemic as far as 
meteor showers go, there are 
several minor showers that 
peak in early September at 
roughly the same time each 
yielding only 3 or 4 meteors 
per hour.  It was possible that 
we were seeing some of 
these showers simultaneously 
which would account for the 

higher number and in scattered directions from 
different radiants.  One of these, the Alpha Aurigid 
Shower which normally peaks at 6 meteors per 
hour, unexpectedly delivered 130 in 2007. 
September is a great month to view Jupiter and its 
moons.  Jupiter dominates the sky almost all night 
long.  It is making its best appearance in 50 years 
with its closest approach between 1963 and 2022 
at a magnitude of -2.9 and more than 49 arcsec 
wide.  Also this past spring, Jupiter mysteriously 
lost its South Equatorial Belt but experts predict its 
return in one year. 
     September this year, is also a prime time to 
observe Uranus as it is easily found just north of 
Jupiter… no fancy tracking is required here.  
Uranus appears as a greenish “star”, a little 
dimmer than Jupiter’s big moons but outshining 
any stars within the field when spotted through a 
moderately powered telescope.  To pick up the 
planet’s disc at least 200X is needed and at least a 
12” scope is required to pick out any of the 
brightest moons of Uranus.  On Sept.17-19, both 
planets will be at their closet separation; about 1 ½ 
moon diameters apart and easily seen in the same 
field of view. 
The Pleiades rises large in the northeast now 
around 11:00pm which is a sure sign that winter is 
not all that far off. 
     Noteworthy news outside of our solar system 
which happened during the summer includes the 
confirmed discovery of two exo-planets transiting 
the same host star by the Kepler Mission which is 
constantly peering into the Cygnus and Lyra 
region of the Milky Way.  Significant also, is the 
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discovery of the most massive star (not the 
largest) to date by using a combination of 
instruments on ESO’s Very Large Telescope at 
Paranal, Chile as well as archival data from the 
Hubble.  This super heavyweight, R136a1, has a 
mass of 265 solar masses (but is only 35 times 
larger than the sun) and had a birth weight of 320 
solar masses.  It greatly exceeds the accepted 
theoretical mass limit of 150Msun for a star.  
R136a1 resides in a cluster of young, massive and 
hot stars inside the Tarantula Nebula, in one of our 
neighbouring galaxies, the Large Magellanic 
Cloud, 165,000 light years away.  The star has a 
luminosity10 million times greater than the sun.  At 
1 million years old which is young for a star, it will 
probably explode in another million years. 
     For September’s meeting, Dave Gallant will 
summarize some of the of the events during the 
2010 General Assembly2010 General Assembly2010 General Assembly2010 General Assembly, and the results of the GA 

executive meeting which was held in Fredericton, 
NB in June/July.  Dave will also give a talk on the 
InternaInternaInternaInternational Space station (ISS) tional Space station (ISS) tional Space station (ISS) tional Space station (ISS) and show a few    
images taken during passes while visible from 
Thunder Bay.  
     Ted Bronson will guide us through what’s in the 
night sky for the next several weeks in his 
presentation Naked Eye to Deep Sky.Naked Eye to Deep Sky.Naked Eye to Deep Sky.Naked Eye to Deep Sky.    
     Randy McAllister will talk to us about his AllAllAllAll----Sky Sky Sky Sky 
Camera, Camera, Camera, Camera, its set up and what objects it captures 
while using it. 
     We can catch up on each other’s summer 
activities at coffee break and review upcoming 
activities. 
Elections for Executive Positions will take place at 
the Annual Meeting in October.  More details 
follow in this newsletter. 
Hope to see you at the meeting! 

Bob McLean 
 

Cosmic Perspective 
 

SQM - Sky Quality Meter Part 2 
 

     The SQM is a device which allows you to 
compare the darkness of the night sky from 

one location to another, in an effort to find 
the best conditions possible to observe 

from.  Same as last time, I wanted to visit 
as many locations as possible on the same 

night so that the readings would be directly 
comparable and I would know how far you 

have to travel to get the best results. 
     On the night of August 6th I resumed 

my efforts to gather readings on the 
darkness of our night skies.  My previous 

effort was in mid May.  June was a write-off 

with perpetual twilight and July still had too 
little night to make an extended journey. 

     To start things off I took readings in my 
backyard the average was 19.38.  It was a 

noticeably hazy night and .24 less than in 
mid May when conditions were ideal. 

     I left at 1:00am and headed north on 
the Thunder Bay expressway.  It didn’t take 

long to encounter one of the hazards of 
driving at night on a Friday.  The police!  A 

road side check stop for drinking and 
driving.  Having left the officer with a nose 

full of my bad breath I headed to the first 
destination. 

     My first stop was Whitelily Lake.  A 
location found by John Bakkelund. Once 

again I parked on the entry road as there 
was a puddle as big as the road ahead.  My 

reading was 21.32 with the Milky Way 
overhead.  By pointing the SQM to the west, 

away from the Milky Way the reading was 
21.40. 

     Next I headed on to Pace Lake road, to 
the concrete slab originally found by Ed 

Kucbel and a location long considered to be 
our best site.  Surprisingly the reading was 

21.34 with the Milky Way overhead and 

21.42 with the SQM pointing north or west. 
Essentially the same readings as Whitelily, 

yet 30km further north! 
On this night there was no advantage to 

traveling beyond Whitelily. 
     Next I returned to the city without any 

police in sight and then headed out west to 
my site at McFarlane road. The sky 

conditions were noticeably hazy and the 
reading was 21.30, a full .20 less than the 

best reading obtained from there. 
     My final location is 53km west along 

highway 17 counting from Thunder Bay 
mall.  I’ve never done any observing from 

there but my grandparents used to live 



there.  The reading was 21.56 overhead and 

a single reading of 21.60 while pointing 
south was obtained. 

     To summarize my findings, I’ve found 
that sky quality can be as much as .30 

lower at a site based on haziness.  If the 
conditions are really good you don’t have to 

travel as far to get the same quality of 
darkness in the sky.  Example McFarlane 

road on a good night can be as good as any 
site within 50km of Thunder Bay, while itself 

being only 16km from the city.  If conditions 
are average then traveling further will give 

you at least a .20 improvement.  For 

practical purposes I limited my travel 

distance to 65km from my house.  Which 
means Pace Lake with a travel time of 45 

minutes each way. 
     My overall impression is that you get to 

darker skies quicker if you travel west 
rather than north.  Since my first attempt, I 

was able to increase my darkest reading by 
.10 to 21.60.  As stated in part 1 published 

in June, the best sites in the World get 
readings of 21.85.  Serious deepsky 

observing is only a short car trip away! 
 

Douglas Stuart

 

 

2010 RASC GA REPORT 2010 RASC GA REPORT 2010 RASC GA REPORT 2010 RASC GA REPORT –––– July 1  July 1  July 1  July 1 –––– July 4, 2010  July 4, 2010  July 4, 2010  July 4, 2010 –––– Fredericton, NB Fredericton, NB Fredericton, NB Fredericton, NB    
 
     The 2010 General Assembly was a pretty fun 
event again this year!  The Thunder Bay Centre 
was well represented by 6 members - Ted 
Bronson, Bob McLean, Glenn Stronks, Brigitte 
Schaffer, John Ross, and I.  Events took place at 
the University of New Brunswick Campus in 
Fredericton. 
     The official 1st day of events was July 1.  Many 
members from across the country took a boat tour 
that lasted most of the day.  From what I heard it 
was a long bus ride, but well worth it once the 
whales were spotted. Because I was at the GA as 
the alternate national representative for our centre, 
I was unable to attend this tour, as there was a 
council meeting for most of the day.  This would be 
the final council meeting under the leadership of 
Dave Lane.  New to the meeting (I believe it was 
her 4th day on the job), was the Societies new 
Executive Director – Deborah Thompson.  It is 
hoped that Deborah can help to push the Society 
in the ways that we need to go to make it a 
continued success.  Committee reports were read, 
two of the highlights are: New Society Flyers and 
documents to be released in fall and Kejimkujik 
National Park in Nova Scotia was approved as a 
Dark Sky Preserve.  The meeting was a fairly quiet 
one, and no major issues were discussed.  Full 
reports can be downloaded from the members only 
section of the national website.   

     July 2nd was an open day to tour around the city 
or to go on a trip to the Bay of Fundy.  There was 
wine and cheese reception in the evening where 
guests got to meet up with all their old friends (and 
make new ones) from across the country.  Also 
held this evening were tours of the William Brydon 
Jack Observatory, which is Canada’s oldest 
observatory.  It was a work of art – and the history 
behind it was neat to hear about too. 
     July 3rd was the day that all the paper sessions 
and presentations took place.  There were too 
many of them to remember, but I will be certain to 
pass around the program at the September 
meeting, so you can get a feel for the types of 
presentations given. 
     July 4th was the last day of the event, which 
saw the official Annual Meeting, the second 
council meeting, lunch with David Levy, another 
presentation session, and the banquet 
(mmm…lobster…).  The fee increase motion was 
passed, so the new annual fee is set at $70. 
     A lot of fun was had by all that attended (too 
much fun by some!!).  Next year the GA is in 
Winnipeg, so it would be nice if we could get a 
good crowd from our centre to come and join us at 
the University of Manitoba! 
 
 

Dave Gallant
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notification of Nominations for Executive Positions 
 

     Positions up for nominations are President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and National Representative. 
     Nominations for the above Executive Positions of the Thunder Bay Centre 
of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada will open at the September 
14,2010 General Meeting and will close at the October12,2010 Annual Meeting 
just prior to the elections for the aforementioned positions. 
     Those members who will not be in attendance at these meetings, but wish 
to submit nominations must do so in writing or by email. 
     Submissions can be made to Ted Bronson at bronsont@shaw.ca and to Bob 
Mclean at romclean@tbaytel.net. 
 
 

 
 

 

Annual Fee Increase 
 
     An annual fee increase of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) has been proposed for 
Centre projects such as the construction of an observatory, Centre functions, 
and activities. 
     The voting regarding the above will take place at the Annual Meeting of the 
Thunder Bay Centre on October 12, 2010. 
     For those members who cannot attend the meeting, and who wish to vote 
on this matter, can register their vote “for” or “against” in writing or by email 
to: 
Ted Bronson at bronsont@shaw.ca or to 
Bob Mclean at romclean@tbaytel.net. 
 



Membership Details 
 
   If any member has questions concerning their membership status or information then 

contact me.  As of September 1st our Centre has 47 members.  Presently we have a few 
members on the grace period (up to four months) so please check your annual membership 

renewal date to remain current.  If you have any questions concerning your membership 
details then do not hesitate to contact the National Office or myself.  We do not want to lose 

any of our members. Membership renewals are done through the National Office either 
through the internet at www.rasc.ca or by phone toll free at 1-888-924-7272.     

  
Ted Bronson (MC) 

 
  

New Member 
 
   The Thunder Bay Centre welcomes new member Brendon Roy to our group.  We look 

forward to your participation at our meetings and observing sessions.  Welcome back! 
   Feel free to contact me or any of the executive members if you have any questions or 

concerns. 
 

           Ted Bronson (MC) 
 

Thunder Bay Centre Executive Committee 
 

President ----------------------- Bob McLean  (767-6028) 
Vice-President ----------------- Doug Stuart  (577-3943) 
Secretary ----------------------- Ian Neely  (622-0996) 
Treasurer ----------------------- Bridgitte Schaffer (475-9583) 
National Rep. ------------------ Rob Kushneriuk (475-0486) 
Past President ----------------- Randy McAllister (577-3617) 

 

Appointed Positions 
 

Membership ------------------ Ted Bronson  (475-3406) 
Newsletter Editor -------------Bruce Miron  (345-4833) 
Programs and Media ---------Ted Bronson  (475-3406) 
Library -------------------------John Bakkelund (622-9806) 
WebMaster---------------------Dave Gallant  (344-4353) 

 
             Ted Bronson (MC) 


