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 This past month has flown by!
It seems like only the other day
that we were preparing to see
Terry Trees talk at Fort William
Historical Park.  I guess that’s
what happens when you are busy
busy busy, the Centre has had
allot of requests for information
or to do public speaking.
 The notable presentation of
the past month was to the
Lakehead Rotary Club at their
weekly breakfast meeting. This
was one of those perfect
opportunities to help fulfill the
goals of the Centre(promoting
astronomy) and the goals I set
out at the beginning of my
Presidency.   I hope that I have
made a lasting impression with
them.
Lunar Eclipse:
 What amazing luck we had
seeing the Lunar Eclipse!  I spent
Tuesday scouring over weather
reports and they didn’t look too
promising at all.  Even worse
were the ominous clouds in the
sky as I went to bed in the early
evening.

 Imagine my surprise and my
glee when I woke at 2 am to the
sight of moonlight pouring in
through the window.  I could
scarcely believe that the clouds
had parted and might give us a
chance at seeing this thing.
I drove down to the DTAO for 3
am picking up a couple of
sandwiches along the way from
a Tim Horton's girl who was
clearly at the end of rope to the
point is was comical. As I
approached the DTAO’s parking
lot, I found it already full of
vehicles. Once again found
myself surprised at all the early
risers who came out the eclipse.
It was a great experience and the
fact that the clouds let us see the
event was amazing.  Those who
came out to the event were
treated to hot chocolate and a
fire to enjoy it by.  Our hosts
were both gracious and
informative, a great chance to
see all the parts of DTAO working
together.

For those members who did
there own thing, please bring in
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Your photos and stories that you would like
to share with the group. Even stories about
MR. MURPHY rearing his ugly head would be
welcome.
Centre Business:
This meeting is our annual general meeting
(AGM), where get to exchange ideas, leaders
and other important issues. Most importantly
we elect members to the executive to lead
the Centre for the next two years.
Exoplanet Naming!
This is a project for the Centre to undertake!
I hope everyone will have the opportunity to
participate in this fun little project. Maureen
will have more information for everyone at
the next meeting, but we are officially signed
up.
Executive Reports:
As a part of our duties as the Centre
executive, it is our duty to report back to the
membership on the status and the
undertakings of the Centre this past year. It
is an opportunity to reflect and take pause
on the direction of the Centre, as much as it
is a chance to set direction for the year
ahead. These reports are important because

they hold the executive accountable to
members.
Elections:
As a part of our AGM we are required by our
by-laws to nominate and then elect members
to various positions of the executive whose
terms have come due. If there is someone
one would like to see in the executive or
perhaps would like to run yourself there is
still time to throw your name into the hat!
Calendars:
This is your last chance to pre order
calendars before the order goes in for the
year. I hope to have the 2015 calendars in
hand for the November meeting.  They are
20 dollars each (it’s a fundraiser) and can be
ordered at the meeting or through me
directly.

Of course not all of this meeting will be
centre business, there is still a couple of
presentations on tap including this month’s
instalment of Naked Eye to Deep Sky.  It
should prove to be a fulfilling evening I hope
to see you there!

Brendon Roy
President

Another year has come and gone and our
Centre has continued to move along.  Unlike
the previous year, the Centre did not host
one major event that out shone all the rest.
This year has been composed of many
smaller events that have proven successful.
In addition to being successful these events
will hopefully add to the long term health of
our Centre and astronomy in Thunder Bay &
Region.
Although we have done well, the future is a
never a for certain thing. We cannot forget
that there are several challenges that we still
face ranging from finances to light pollution.
It is therefore important to continue on
striving to better ourselves and the Centre

by strengthening the Centre and our
connections in the community.

Centre Business Items:
The Centre Library is up to date and ready
for steady use. Items have been catalogued
and relevant materials have been added.
There are a number of telescopes, books and
equipment that would be a huge boost for
anyone getting started or needing and extra
eye to the sky-Thanks to Barney for getting
this together.
Last year holiday season, the Centre started
a letter writing campaign to thank all those
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people and organizations that the Centre
either worked with or showed an interest in
the Centre over the previous year.  The
reason behind the letter campaign was to
build a deeper and long lasting relationship
between us and these individuals. This year
we will
need volunteers to continue this important
effort on behalf of the Centre.
The MOU with Fort William Historical Park is
almost complete!  It has been a long road
getting here and after several years since
the idea of an observatory started taking off.
I hope to bring this to the membership in the
near future to finalize this process.
The MOU with the conservation authority
which was started last December has
unfortunately stalled.  It is with hope that
the Centre executive can get things moving
again in the coming months with the
Conservation Authority.  At the heart of this
MOU is to provide Centre members additional
safe places where they can observe and
pursue the hobby.
At the request of some keen Centre
members, we kicked off a club observing
night for members.  The rules of the
observing night were simple: it’s always ago
rain or shine, it is always the fourth Thursday
of the month and for members (not a public
event).  It has been successful thus far with
several members coming out to each of the
observing nights.
Another new program for the past
membership year was the Centre raffle draw.
To my knowledge this type of membership
incentive has not been tried in our Centre
before or in fact any other RASC Centre.  The
draw was designed to promote and

encourage participation in Centre events
while spurring some friendly competition
among the membership.
Revenues:  It was my hope that during my
first term as President that the Executive and
I would be able to secure a new revenue
stream for the Centre. Currently the Centre
operates on revenue from membership dues
and calendar sales. The need for a new
revenue stream still remains important to
the long term health of our Centre.

The Response:

In the year ahead I am looking for to trying
a new ideas, and new programs that are of
benefit to the members.  Last years’ ideas
gave us a boost and I hope this years’ will
do the same.  At the same time we are
continuing to strive in providing quality
programming that you come to expect.
 Our public outreach has gained us many
new friends and supporters. As I work over
the next year I hope build on these contacts
to expand the reach of our programming
while bringing adding value to the centre. To
that end I with my executive are striving to
build new relationships with local
organizations that will promote these goals.
We have already seen results from this
strategy in the past year. We have had more
requests, press coverage and enquires than
we have had in previous years.  Interest in
the society has continued to grow and we
have gained recognition as a go-to source
for astronomy information and passion.
This is a testament to all of us.

Brendon Roy

NAC Report
This was the first GA that I have attended

acting on behalf of The Thunder Bay Centre
and its members.  There was a lot to take in,
procedures, items for discussion, and
orientation were all things that I had to
adjust to.

Luckily for me, I was not the only newbie
sitting at the table and the experienced

members in the group were both for giving
and helpful.  As a result were able to make
head way on some of the issues the Society
is facing.

Further to this report minutes of the
meeting are available on the RASC.ca
website.
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Background:
It has been one year since our Society

was forced to Change the way that it governs
itself.  The previous model Society
Governance had worked for us for well over
a Century.  Over that time we had gained an
intuitive sense of how and what things
worked well for us.
 As a result with the new model there is
still a lot of confusion as of the role of the
BoD and Advisory committees’ role in
relation to each other.  Much of the
discussion was focused on how to better
facilitate communication between the groups
and organize the direction (focus) of the
Advisory counsel.
Because of these changes and the impact
they have had on the “National Council”,
prior to the meeting a white paper was
produced reflecting on the challenges that
the society is currently facing with regards
to governance. This gave everyone a starting
point on where to proceed with the
conversation.

Here is a breakdown of the major points
of topics discussed over the course of
the GA:

*Of the many tidbits that were discussed two
primary themes focused: the structure and
workings of the NAC , the number of
meetings and the means of those meetings
(communications).

*Also discussed was Society finances.
Colin Haig presented the Treasurers report
on the past fiscal year as well as forecasting
the remainder of this fiscal year.  One thing
that was clear from the report the society
needs to generate revenue from other

sources in order to continue providing it’s
current level of services.

*The GA was also discussed as a venue
to bring more RASCals together and build a
stronger society. As well as using social
media and other new communication
technologies to attract, retain, and increase
interaction between society members in a
cost effective way.

*One of the long term goals of both the
BoC and the Advisory Committee is to
develop the Society’s volunteer base.   This
was identified as one of the key and most
critical challenges faced by the Society, in
the short term and looking into the future.
A working committee has been struck to
come up with ideas and possible programs
to help increase participation levels.
The “volunteer deficit” was highlighted by
the fact that so few people ran for BoC
positions elections could not be held.

*James Edgar was elected the new
president of the Society

*As a more exciting note of meeting an
very important topic came up that everyone
should take notice.  That topic was to being
planning events across the country in 2018
when RASC turns 150!

All in all it was an interesting couple of
meetings.  Members had their opportunity
to voice their opinions and concerns on all
aspects of governance.  At the end of the day
it was decided that we would give the present
form of governance a while longer to prove
it vitality.

Brendon Roy

P.S.  Thank you to Colin Haig  for recording all
the meetings......especially the blunders J



Next monthly meeting November 11th

Next executive meeting October, 28rd

Contributions to the next newsletter, November 3rd

Next club observing session October 30th

Membership Details
As of October 1st we have 48 members. I remind you to check your annual membership

renewal date to remain current.  There is a three month grace period after one year for
renewals to maintain an unbroken membership record.  Those members who have a
current e-mail address on file with the National Office will be sent a reminder to renew
as required.  If you have any questions concerning your membership details then do not
hesitate to contact the National Office or myself.  We do not want to lose any of our
members. Membership renewals are done through the National Office either through the
Internet at www.rasc.ca or by phone toll free at 1-888-924-7272.

Bruce Miron

President          Brendon Roy   (768-5977)
Vice-President        Barney DeSousa  (767-9686)
Secretary         Andy Buchholz   (345-8553)
Treasurer         Brigitte Schaffer (475-9583)
National Rep.         Ken Kaus     (623-4748)
Past President       Bruce Miron    (345-4833)

Library           Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Membership         Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Newsletter Editor      Bruce Miron       (345-4833)
Observatory Building Project Dave Gallant   (344-4353)
Programs and Media     Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Webmaster         Dave Gallant   (344-4353)
Observing Chair       Doug Stuart   (577-3943)



Lunar Eclipse Photos By Barney DeSousa


