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So here we find ourselves in
the beginning of March, the days
are growing noticeable longer
and the each day the sun is
higher in the sky, yet winter does
not seem to ready to let go.  It
has been a long hard winter to
get out a do any observing.

For all those who are
beginning to suffer from the ill
effects of Cabin fever there is
relief in sight.  There will be a
couple of opportunities to get out
and observe over the next month
and a half.

The first opportunity will be at
the end of this month for the club
observing session.  We have
already had three very good
observing sessions at the
Boulevard Lake site.  Each
session has brought out at least
one new face that has braved the
elements.

The past observing sessions
we have met at PM to get things
rolling. Now as the days grow
longer we will have to push that
back to PM for this meeting with
the time change to day light
savings. With it being so cold we

have had the park pretty much
to ourselves, which has been nice
as has given us a chance to see
how things run.

Remember: The time
change means we are 4 hours
off of UT.  So when reading
the Sky by Month in the
Handbook, keep that in mind*

The second opportunity to get
out and do some observing
comes in mid-April with the
arrival of a total lunar eclipse.
This total lunar eclipse will be a
late one. Although the show kicks
of in the evening of April 15, the
full onset of totality is
approximately 2 am on
Wednesday morning.

This poses some issues for
those of us who have to work the
next day.  None the less I would
like to do or in this case at least
offer a public viewing session in
the evening.   I still have to
confirm a site and will discuss
plans with all the members at the
next meeting.

Now all we really have to hope
for is that the weather actually
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warms up for these observing sessions. Like
so many other things in Astronomy warm
might be a relative term this spring.  Any
temperature approaching the freezing point
is going to feel sub-tropical and might force
us all into t-shirts and shorts.
Work on the centre library is well underway,
in a large part thanks to Barney for
organizing it.  It will be ready to go in the
near future and hope all the members are
able to take advantage of the items that we
have in-house.
Along with the books we do have observing
equipment that can be lent out.  So if you
don’t have a telescope or want to compare
views through a different optical device, the
centre library might be the place to turn to!
At this time I would to inform everyone that
Dave has decided to step back from his
duties as the National Rep.  Dave has filled

the role for the past ten years with devotion
and distinction.  His role bridged over to his
role as the 2013 GA Chair and has earned
him the respect and admiration of members
from across the RASC.
Therefore the Centre has a vacancy in it’s
board of directors position, and I hear by call
on nominations for to elect a new officer.  If
you are interested in the position and would
like more details, please feel free to contact
me.  It does have perks and you get the
opportunity to work with members from
across the RASC. However I must stress that
this position cannot remain vacant and must
be filled by a Centre member.
I hope to see everyone at the meeting on
the 11. Until then Clear Skies Thunder Bay
Centre!

Brendon

Membership Details
As of March 1st we have 53 members. I remind you to check your annual membership

renewal date to remain current.  There is a three month grace period after one year for
renewals to maintain an unbroken membership record.  Those members who have a current
e-mail address on file with the National Office will be sent a reminder to renew as required.
If you have any questions concerning your membership details then do not hesitate to
contact the National Office or myself.  We do not want to lose any of our members.
Membership renewals are done through the National Office either through the Internet at
www.rasc.ca or by phone toll free at 1-888-924-7272.

Bruce Miron

Next monthly meeting, April 8th

Next executive meeting March, 25th

Contributions to the next newsletter, March 31st



Photos taken by our
member Randy

Martin, on Feb 27,
2014 at the

Boulevard Lake
observing site.

Above you can see
the Northern Lights.

To the right is
(L)Brendon, Andy and

Randy.
Apparently the focus

malfunctioned!
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Treasurer         Brigitte Schaffer (475-9583)
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The newsletter is available in PDF version via email and it's in COLOUR. To
receive it you may contact me at rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net and then I can

add you to the list. Don’t forget that I am always looking for
contributions for our monthly newsletter.

Bruce Miron Editor


