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Welcome to back Thunder Bay
Astronomers, I hope that the
holidays were good to you.  I also
hope that Santa may have been
equally good to you and dropped
off some new astro-tech to start
the New Year with.

The story of the last month
has to be the brutal weather
conditions that we have faced.
It would seem that the weather
formula for this winter is cloudy
with snow or clear and brutally
cold, then repeat. I suppose it is
simple but it’s bad for us.

On Boxing Day was the clubs
monthly observing session held
at Boulevard Lake.  When Ray,
Doug and myself first arrived at
the site the temperature was not
that bad. Handling the
equipment at setup was not too
bad for a December evening.
Unfortunately that did not last
very long, the temperature
dropped quickly to -28 with the
wind and at those temperatures
both equipment and operator do
not work so well. At about 9:30
we decided to pack it in for the
evening.

I have gone observing twice
since then and both times the
temperature with the wind-chill
was into the -40 range.  Since it
was so cold I had no idea how
long I would last viewing and
decided that brining my 8-inch
was not appropriate.
When the weather is this cold the
skies are usually wonderfully
clear.  As the diehard that I am
I had to try and take advantage
as best I could, plus I had new
pair of binoculars that needed
(ok really wanted to) to put
through their paces.  It was well
worth the trip out to my favourite
dark sky site even if it proved to
be short.

This January marks a
noteworthy anniversary in space
exploration. It was 10 years a
good that Spirit and Opportunity
landed on the Mars to begin their
90 day primary mission.   The
two golf cart sized rovers began
a mission was full of surprises
and opportunities.

Spirit and Opportunity have
made countless discoveries with
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their time on the Red Planet.  Beyond
the discoveries were the simple weather
station data that has been transmitted
for the past 10 years. Then there is all
images that have been beamed backed
to us.
10 years on this mission still continues
and provides valuable scientific data for
planetary scientists.  Sadly only one of
the two rovers still continues its journey
and has been overshadowed by the
arrival of its younger more modern
cousin Curiosity.  It is however a mission
worth remembering.
Stay warm everyone and I will see you
at the next meeting.

Brendon Roy Pres.

Membership Details
As of January 1st we have 51 members. I

remind you to check your annual membership
renewal date to remain current.  There is a
three month grace period after one year for
renewals to maintain an unbroken
membership record.  Those members who
have a current e-mail address on file with the
National Office will be sent a reminder to
renew as required.  If you have any questions
concerning your membership details then do
not hesitate to contact the National Office or
myself.  We do not want to lose any of our
members. Membership renewals are done
through the National Office either through the
Internet at www.rasc.ca or by phone toll
free at 1-888-924-7272. Bruce Miron

Next monthly meeting       Mar 11th

Contributions to the next newsletter Feb 3rd

 Next executive meeting       Jan 28th

One of my favourite photos of all time “In the shadow of Saturn”. Cassini took this picture
from behind Saturn just as the Sun was starting to come around the bottom left of Saturn
with earth behind the rings. Makes you feel insignificant doesn’t it. The other photo that
invokes the same feeling is the photo of Earth from Voyager 1 in 1990. Carl Sagan asked
NASA to have the craft turn around and take a photo of Earth as it was leaving the Solar
system at a distance of 6 billion km's. I first found it on a web site during the internet’s
infancy. It still exist at this link arnett.us.com/psc/pbd.html. I found his reflections on that
picture quite enlightening.

Bruce Miron Ed.
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President          Brendon Roy   (768-5977)
Vice-President        Barney DeSousa  (767-9686)
Secretary         Andreas Buchholz (345-8553)
Treasurer         Brigitte Schaffer (475-9583)
National Rep.         Dave Gallant   (344-4353)
Past President       Bruce Miron    (345-4833)

Library           Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Membership         Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Newsletter Editor      Bruce Miron       (345-4833)
Observatory Building Project Dave Gallant   (344-4353)
Programs and Media     Vacant      (XXX-XXXX)
Webmaster         Dave Gallant   (344-4353)
Observing Chair       Doug Stuart   (577-3943)

The newsletter is available in PDF version via email and it's in COLOUR. To receive it
you may contact me at rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net and then I can add you to the list. Don’t
forget that I am always looking for contributions for our monthly newsletter.

Bruce Miron Editor

A lunar photo taken by
member Barney DeSousa on
June 27, 2012.

You may also send in any
pictures you have taken for
publication in the
newsletter.


