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The past month has been a busy
one for the Centre. The Centre was
asked and accepted invitations to
due presentations on astronomy by
two different groups over the course
of January.   In addition we also had
our regular monthly meeting at the
college and our third monthly
Centre observing session.
 The first public talk of the month
and of 2014 was for a group of
seniors at a local home for the aged.
Dave took on the responsibility of
putting this presentation together
and hosting the evening on behalf
of the Centre.  The talk and possible
viewing session was to follow
presented an unusual set of
challenges as a result of the
participants’ health and mobility
concerns.  The talk was well
received and Dave did another
outstanding job.
 The second talk of the month
was a joint effort between our
Centre and HAM radio club of
Thunder Bay. We had a group of
thirty army cadets that would split
their time between an astronomy
presentation and hands on learning
about the world of HAM radio.
 For myself this was a different
introductory talk on astronomy than

I was used to. However after
wrapping my head around the
issues the talk went off without a
hitch and was well received.
Unfortunately as is often the case
the weather did not cooperate and
took a little wind out of our sails.
 It was nice to work with guys
with the HAM radio club and I hope
to be able to it again some time.
 This past month the centre has
also made a purchase of equipment
which we have been lacking for the
past couple of years. I am exciting
to announce that we now have a
brand new projector. The addition
of the projector will enable the
Centre to increase it’s public out
reach programs as well as enhance
some of those actives that we all
ready do.

This month’s observing session
was a success!  Several centre
members came to the site at
Boulevard Lake to take in “cool”
observing.  There were two note
worthy objects that we picked out
of the night. Mercury was low on the
horizon but visible when we first
showed up, looked good through a
10” dob. The second object was the
recently discovered supernova in
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M82.  It was difficult to spot in binoculars but it was there, in my 8” Schmidt-Cassegrain it popped
right out and was unmistakable.
 I know that the weather has not been the best for viewing, but I would like to thank everyone
who came out to the Centre’s viewing session.  The growing diversity of equipment  and company
made it an fun and interesting the night that went by way to quick.
News to Watch For

This month the Federal Government will be tabling the budget for this upcoming  fiscal year.
Of all the other important components that I will be watching there are two specific items  that I
will be looking for that are relevant to astronomy. This  issues are:

1) Funding level of the Canadian Space Agency.  This organization has not had increase in
many years and over the last couple of budgets has seen a reduction in the level of funding
it receives from the federal government.

2) This issues comes from our GA, that is funding for the Thirty Meter Telescope. The
“professionals” have asked for three hundred million (300,000,000) dollars as Canada’s
contribution to the project.  I for one hope to see that the funding is allotted in this budget.

I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting,  we have  a couple of presentations for you
this month that I hope you will enjoy and find interesting.

Clear Skies!

Brendon Roy

Next monthly meeting   Mar 11th

Contributions to the next newsletter Feb 3rd

Next executive meeting        Feb 25th
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Membership Details
As of February 1st we have 52 members. I remind you to check your annual membership

renewal date to remain current.  There is a three month grace period after one year for
renewals to maintain an unbroken membership record.  Those members who have a current
e-mail address on file with the National Office will be sent a reminder to renew as required.
If you have any questions concerning your membership details then do not hesitate to
contact the National Office or myself.  We do not want to lose any of our members.
Membership renewals are done through the National Office either through the Internet at
www.rasc.ca or by phone toll free at 1-888-924-7272.

Bruce Miron

The newsletter is available in PDF version via email and it's in COLOUR. To
receive it you may contact me at rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net and then I can add you
to the list. Don’t forget that I am always looking for contributions for our monthly
newsletter.

Bruce Miron Editor


