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Bring on February!

The last two weeks of January
are on average the coldest two
weeks in Thunder Bay. This year it
looks like they will hold on to their
reputation. With the cold returning
with a vengeance, temperatures fell
well into the -30s  and -40s with the
wind-chill.  At these temperatures
observing becomes a challenge at
best.

Weather was also a factor on our
public observing weekend last
month. It was not just the cold but
also  clouds and snow that kept us
in.  So once again this month we will
try to head out around mid month
and put on a public observing
session at Hillcrest Park. Extra
volunteers are always welcome.

I would like to thank Fort William
Historical Park for the hospitality
last for hosting our meeting.  For
those of you who could not attend,
it was a full evening. FWHP has done
a great job in putting together a well
rounded educational program that
we were delighted to take part in.
This month’s meeting will be held at
our regular location at the
college.  There are several centre

items of business that will need to
be attended to at this meeting.

One item that is of importance
is a review of centre’s interim by-
laws, which will have to voted on by
the membership at the March
meeting. These bylaws are
important to the operation of the
centre, and will have a direct impact
on our ability to plan for the future.
In particular both the centre’s
incorporation and MOU with FWHP
depend on having the bylaws in
place.

There are also several smaller
items of housekeeping as well that
the executive would like to take care
of and or have some input on.

I would like to offer a big round
of applause to Dave Gallant, Chair
of the 2013 GA planning committee.
With his leadership tireless efforts
the 2013 GA web site is now up and
running, which is a huge milestone
on the long road to the GA.

I hope to see you all at the meeting.

Clear Skies
Brendon Roy

Presidents Message



For those voyagers in northern latitudes
the winter months are the perfect time to
contemplate the celestial sphere above us
and re-familiarize ourselves with the night
sky constellations. Even though we don’t use
constellations in celestial navigation per se,
knowing something about them can help with
identifying stars. Plus, telling the myths
associated with the stars is a fun way to get
people interested in celestial navigation.

Orion and Taurus have some of the most
recognizable navigational stars. (There are
57 listed in the Nautical Almanac.) Stars with
familiar names like Rigel, Aldebaran,
Betelgeuse, Bellatrix, as well as the two dog
stars, Sirius (Canis Major) and Procyon
(Canis Minor).

The myth of Orion stalking Taurus is one
we’ve inherited from the Greeks, but there
are many older myths about the
constellation. In the Greek story, Orion was
the greatest of hunters, who bragged that
he was capable of hunting and killing any
living animal. This excess of pride was
alarming to the Earth goddess, Gaia, who
could tolerate much but not that. In order to
bring Orion down a notch or two, Gaia sent
a scorpion to even the score and put things
right in the world. How this plan fared can
be observed in the movement of the
constellations of both Orion and Scorpio. As
the seasons progress and Scorpio rises in the
east, after the vernal equinox, Orion,
seemingly stung and dying sinks to the west.
When winter is upon us, it is Orion who rises
in the east and a vanquished scorpion falls
to the west, killed it is said by Aesculapius,
the great healer who resuscitates Orion.

The story though is much older than that,
going back certainly to the ancient Egyptians
to around 2,700 BCE. For the Egyptians,
Orion represented Osiris, the great Egyptian
god of the dead. It is believed that the fourth
dynasty pyramids at Giza were laid out in
such a manner as to reflect the earthly
manifestation of Osiris. In this case it is
believed that the river Nile mirrors the Milky

Way. In Egyptian iconography, Osiris (Orion)
is seen floating on a boat on the Milky Way.

Osiris traveled with his consort Isis,
represented by the star that we call Sirius.
It was the rising of this star; the brightest in
the sky that the Egyptians believed caused
the Nile to flood. Hang on. It gets better.

The Egyptians believed that Osiris was in
the form of the constellation that we know
as Orion. They referred to him as Sah and
he is depicted in pyramids standing in a boat
with arm raised looking back at Isis who, in
the case of the Egyptians, was portrayed as
a reclining crow sailing in her own celestial
boat. This is the story then, not of a hunter
and his faithful dog, but of a pharaoh and his
faithful bride, at least according to the
Egyptians.

There is yet another story, this one from
the Hindu texts. In this story, Orion’s belt is
actually an arrow aimed at the supreme god,
Prajapati, who was attracted to his daughter,
Rohit, the dawn. In order to consummate
this incestuous affair, he changed himself
into a deer, a buck, and his daughter
changed herself in to a celestial doe. All of
this was observed by the other gods who
were put off by this ungodly behavior and
had an arrow shot at Prajapati, killing him.
According to the Hindis, the celestial doe,
Rohit, is the star we know as Aldebaran, and
the hunter in this case is actually Sirius.

And so it goes. Whatever myth you
choose to believe, when you look at the stars
at night, contemplate the stories we have
been making up since we began telling
stories. The imaginations of human kind
projected into the world always attempting
to create order from the chaos that
surrounds us. Much of the joy of using
celestial navigation is in getting in touch with
these ancient myths. For more reading, see
“The Starlore Handbook” by Geoffrey
Cornelius, and the Dover publication “Star
Names: Their Lore and Meaning” by Richard
H. Allen.

From the Web Thanks Bob Mclean

The myths of Orion
BY DAVID BERSON



 As you may have noticed, the newsletter is somewhat bare this month. I’d like to avoid
this in the future. Yes, I’m asking for more contributions from you, our members. What
I’m asking you is  “what would you like in or from your newsletter?” I am open to
suggestions. Things I can think of are book reviews, an article on your favourite object,
astronomy history, objects to look for during different seasons , maybe a monthly sky
highlights map etc… I’d like to thank Randy Martin for the header really wonderful photo
you see in this month’s newsletter header, another way to contribute. Also any member
may advertise any equipment they would like to sell/trade/swap in the newsletter. Please
consider making a small contribution to your newsletter. Feel free to contact me anytime
by e-mail @ rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net or by phone 345-4833. It would be nice to have a
little more content on a monthly basis.

Bruce Miron (Editor)

Musings From Your Editor
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Bruce Miron

Membership Details
As of February 1st we maintain 50 members. I remind you to check your annual

membership renewal date to remain current.  There is a three month grace period after
one year for renewals to maintain an unbroken membership record.  Those members who
have a current e-mail address on file with the National Office will be sent a reminder to
renew as required.  If you have any questions concerning your membership details then
do not hesitate to contact the National Office or myself.  We do not want to lose any of
our members. Membership renewals are done through the National Office either through
the Internet at www.rasc.ca or by phone toll free at 1-888-924-7272.

Bruce Miron

Next Monthly Meeting March 12th
Contributions next newsletter March 13th
Next club viewing night. Hopefully the weather will cooperate. Doug will contact us.

rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net


2013 GA Web Site Open
If you are not on the e-mail list our 2013 GA Web Site is now open. Please visit  us at

http://www.rasc.ca/events to see the many interesting events, speakers, workshops and
tours. A big thanks to Dave and all the 2013 GA staff for all the hard work.

For those of you we may have not reached we are looking for volunteers to help out
with the different aspects of the event. Again you may contact me @
rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net or phone 345-4833.

http://www.rasc.ca/events
rasc_bruce@tbaytel.net

